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woman who visited the Congress pandal felt in his or her   own
person the glow of freedom.
Whilst Mr, Pearson has noticed in the Indian air the electri-
city of freedom, he misses the constructive side of the movement.
The spirit of freedom is like the leaven all-pervading. The cons-
tructive work which gives the movement stability cannot be felt.
It has to be observed by seeing the work that is silently but surely
going on in thousands of homes. He will find it in swadeshi, in the
spinning-wheel. India will be permanently organized to the extent
that hand-spinning is organized. India's joint family system which
affects even Mussulmans and her other special characteristics make
further and immediate agricultural organization impossible. The
small holdings daily getting smaller, the custom of vivisecting farms
must ever make mere agriculture in spite of improvements a poor
remedy for driving away her poverty. But the restoration of the
spinning-wheel to its ancient status at once supplies the felt want
and automatically provides for the natural increase in families,
It defies the pranks of the monsoons and constitutes a general insu-
rance against many risks. It gives the country an incentive to in-
dustrial effort and renders co-operation on a national scale abso-
lutely necessary for success. The khadi movement is revolutioniz-
ing the village life and putting hope into millions of human breasts.
No wonder Dr. Roy1, in order to accelerate the charkha move-
ment, it is reported in the Calcutta Press, went to his native vil-
lage, Katipara, and
exhorted everybody to take to spinning during leisure hours, for, according
to him, the charkha would prove the salvation of the country. With great
emphasis he said that his heart's desire would be fulfilled if, within a
period of six months, the villagers could clothe themselves with clothes
spun and woven by themselves.
CONGRESSMEN BEWARE!
Whilst on the khadi movement, I would like to warn Con-
gress Committees or Khilafat Committees against relaxation of
effort in the matter of Swadeshi. Concentration on civil disobe-
dience must mean double zeal for swadeshi. Civil disobedience
without swadeshi is death without hope of creation* It is like
tearing down a field without any prospect of sowing a new crop.
Civil disobedience should mean an added incentive to the khadi
movement. All the women, old men, the children who are not
imprisoned, must devote their spare energy, every available minute,
1 Dr. P, G. Ray